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1 also called his attention to the campaign which The 
Post carried last Slimmer in regard to the overtime allegedly required by the 
Bureau of its employees. 1 stated that in this situation^ no one from The 
Washington Post had endeavored to seek the facts in this matter. I stated it 
was particularly significant to me that we have such a l^rge number of 
employees in the Bureau who have been here for 20, 25, 30 and 35 years and 
that it was also significant that we have in the service Agents whose sons 
have enme into the organisation. I also commented upon the matter of turn¬ 
over, namely, that the FBI has the lowest turnover of any organization, its 
turnover being 8/10 of one per cent in the group of Special Agents. I pointed 
out that the turnover in the rest'of the Government service averaged 2. 03 per 
cent and the turnover for private industry averaged 4 1/2 per cent. 

j Mr. Graham stated that he was not in town when this 

c^Bapaign43^ ^ertim e was being carried on and when he returned to the city, 

/ he realized;lhat a mistake had been made. He stated that The Post been 
in receipt of a number of phone calls and letters criticizing overtime but that 
this type of criticism was to be eicpected from ea-employees or disgruntled 
employees. I told Mr. Graham that we had given up long ago trying to to 
The Post’s attention any inaccuracies because I recali€^ one instance where ^ c 
a present edito rial writer of The Post by the name q^^'^ipatrick had written 
article criticizing the loyalty program, which artisfe was so far from the truth 
that I had asked Mr. Nichole of this office to talk with Kilpatrick and point out 
to him the mistakes which appeared in his article. 1 told Mr. Graham that I 
had assumed, erroneously, that Kilpatrick wae not intentionally misrepresenting 
the facts but would appreciate .having his mistakes called to his attention. I 
stated instead of that, after Mr. Nichols talked to Kilpatrick, Kilpatrick had 
gone about stating he had been called in and ''grilled*' by the FBI. Mr. Graham 
did not know of this incident and stated he could hardly believe that Kilpatrick 
would act in this manaer. 1 told him that it was a &tct nevertheless. I stated 
that after this sorry esperieace I had instructed Mr. Nichols never to bother again 
trying to straighten out any of the inaccuracies v'hich appeared in The Washing¬ 
ton Post. 

» 

1 did tell Mr. Graham that so far as X had been able to 
observe, the news reporting of The Post had been generally accurate and 
objective but that the editorial pages of hie paper v/ere horribly slanted and 
Tou on alw ays, whenever the FBI was involved, con^letely distorted and malicious. 
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Mr. Gxaham stated that he realized the problem ^hich he 
had in his organization and believed he was gradually straightening it out, 
repeating that he felt the best way to handle it was not by any precipitate 
action but in a gradual way so that martyrs would not be made of persons whom 
he disagreed with just as strongly as I did* 

The conference was entirely cordial and I think Mr* Graham 
understands my opinion of The ^//asbington Post. I personally think Mr. Graham 
himself may be a very earnest individual who feels that by palliation, to a 
certain extent he can bring about a correction of a deplorable condition* This 

I somehov/ doubt. 

Very truly yours» 


John Edgar Ploover 
Director 
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